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HE fimall Ifland of Cadiz near 
the Weltern Coafts of the Pro- 
vince of Andalusia in Spain, was 
well known to Cafar, Straoo, 
Pliny, Ptolemey and divers other ancient Au- 
thors, who make mention thereof under the 
Names of Gadesand Gadira; it alfo bore 
feveral others, viz, thoft of Cotinufa and 
Tartefus, as we areinform’d by Dtony/ius 
and-the fame Strabo. But at prefent it is 
call’d Cadiz byghe Inhabitants, Caais by 
the French, Cadive by the IJralians, and 
Cales by the Englifh and Hollanders. More- 
over it hath been ‘heretofore term’d the 
ifle of uno, by reafon that this Goddefs 
was there ador’d by the Pagans ina very 
ftately Temple. It is extended from Eaft 
to Weft-only forthe fpace of 4 Leagues ; 
its greateft Breadth contains 3, and the 
leaft 1. altho” it was at firft much larger 
aad broader according to the Teftimony 
of Pliny and Strabo: It is fitaated between 
the Mouth of the River Bers or Guadal- 
guivir and the Streights of Gibralter, and is 
féparated from the Continent of Azdalu- 
fia only by a very marrow Channel, re- 
faeSting-& River rather than an Armof 
the Sca: > It Was fotmerly diftant about 
soo Paces from the Main-land, and is 
now joyn’d thereto by a Bridge call’d ls 
paente de Suaco or Sunzo. 

The Tyriaxs, who heretofore fail’d 
through the Red Sea and the Oriental 
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Coafts, firft Peopled this Ifland 552 Years 
before the Nativity of Fe/us Christ ; after- 
ward the Carthagimans being feat for by 
the former to affift them in a defenfive 
War againft the Spaniards, fubdu’d it, and 
impos’d on it the name of Gadir ; and in- 
deed,it was the laft trong Hold which the 
Carthaginians pollefs’d in Spain, from 
whence they were expell’d through the 
Valour and good Succefs of Scipio Afri- 
canus. Here ftood, in ancient times, a 
Temple confecrated to the Honour of Her- 
cules, in which (asthey fay) Julius Cafar 
wept, when hecali’d to mind the notable 
Exploits that Alexavder the Great had per- 
form’d at the Age of 33 Years, and where 
all Travellers and Sea-faring Men (when 
they came hither) were wont to pay their 
Vows and offer Sacrifices, as being arriv’d 
at the farthelt part of the Werld; there 
as yet remain, even at this day, two 
Towers of a very old Fabrick in the midi 
of the Ifle, which are commonly call"d by 
the Inhabitants las Torres de Hercoles: The 
Land confifts of Plains and Hills, but is 
deftitute of Rivulets, which defect is fap- 
plied with « great number of Wells. 
Moreover it affords fo fat Pafture; that 
the Catcie would be {poil’d if they, were 
left to their own feeding, and care were 
not taken tolettheiu. Blood every Month ; 
here are alfo many Salt-pits which . pro- 
duce a great quantity of excellent Salt,,a 
Com- 
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Conmmoédity very profitable to the Na- 
tives of this Country. 

The principal Town of the Ifland call"d 
in like manner Cadiz, is feated on the 
Weftern part thereof on a large Bay, ferv- 
ing as a Road for the Judian Fleet, by the 
Refort and Trade of which it is much en- 
rich’'d. It is diftant 19 Spamfh Leagues 
from Sevil to the South, 7 fromthe Mouth 
of the River Guadalguivir, and 15 from 
Gibralter to theNorth-weft,in the Latitude 
of 36 Degrees, and the Longitnde of 
12 Degrees 4§ Minutes. This Town 
was firft founded by the Tyrians, but the 
Romans afterwatd tender’d it a Municipal 
City, and ordain’d, that one of the High 
Courts of Judicature for the Province of 
Betica fhould be kept therein. On which 
Account it was then efteem’d as the 
nobleft and richeft Corporation of the 
whole Continent of Spam, not yielding 
to any throughout the Empire for its 
Grandeur , Magnificence, or the num- 
ber of People of good Fafhion and 
Quality; infomuch, that s00 Roman 
Knights refided here at one time, neither 
were there found fo many in any one City 
excepting that of Padua, befrdes the 
great Concourfe of Traders from all parts 
of the World, neither is the Trafiek of 
this plecé now much lef confiderable ; for 
the Town is inhabited with divers Com- 
patiies of ftich Merchants who have the 
beft Store-houfes of Ewrope, furnifh'd 
with all manner of Staple-commodities ; 
and here arrives the Fleet of the Welt- 
Indies laden with Gold and Silver which 
the Spaniards tranfport from America ; 
this is alfo the ufwal Rexdezvow of their 
Gallions and largelt Vellels, by reafon of 
the excellent Harborr which js fituared 
oh the Weftern Point of the Mland, and 
hath its Front toward the Eat, altho’ the 
Bay is extremely dangerous as being ob- 
ftruéted with the Shelves of Sand, known 
by the Names ofithe Diamond and los Pacros 
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that lie hid under the Water, yet the, 
Inhabitants eftablifh here a very contide- 
rable Fishery for Tunnies from the firlt 
day of Afay until the fifteenth of Fixe, 
The Town of Cadiz hath the Tile of 
an Epifcopal See under the Metropolitan 
of Sevl, together with many Churches, 
the Architecture of which is admirable: 
Indeed it was utterly ruin’d by the Afars 
at their Conquett of Spain, but hath been 
fince repair'd, well fortified, and made 
the Magazine for the Ammunition of the 
Spanifh Navies. It is defended toward the 
Sea by fteep Rocks which ferve inftead of 
Ramparts, and toward the Land there is a 
flat bottomed Ditch full of Water, as alfo 
two Baftions that take up the whole 
breadth of the Ifle; on each fide of the 
Shoar, and more efpecially at the entrance 
of the Ha:bour, ftand feveral Forts, the 
chief of which arethofe of St. Sebaftian 
and St. Philip, the former of thefe being 
rais'd on purpofe to cover the Mouth of 
the Gulph, and the other to fecure the 
Port; befides thefe, another is built ona 
Rotk in the midft of the Sea, and the old 
Caftle founded by the Ahors hath been of 
late keptin very good repair; the Walls 
of the Town are in like manner ftrong, 
and on them are planted a great number of 
Cannon: And indeed, the Spaniards have 
taken all poffible care to ftrengthen this 
place, altho’ perhaps the Works are not fo 
regular as thofe that are erected according 
to the modern Method of Fortification. 
In fine, Cadiz is, as it were, the Key of 
Spain, and one of thofe-three which (as 
they fay) the Emperor Charks V. recoms 
mended to King Philip IL his Son, and the 
keeping whereof was (in his Opinion) of 
very great Importance for the preferva- 
tion of thofe Deminions: The other rwo 
were Flufhing and Goulletta, one inthe Low 
Countries, and the other in Africa, 


How 





However, Cadiz was taken in one day 
by the Engl fh Nival Forces under the 
Command of Charles Lord Effagham , 
Rovert Earl of Eff(xand Sir Wulrer Raleign, 
where they burned the Jvdiax Fleet of 
40 Ships ladea with rich Commodities, to 
the value of § Millions of Crowns, and 
overcame the Spanifh Navy conifting of 
s7 Men of War, taking at the fame time 
two great Gallions calld the St. Afichacl 
and the St. Avdrew, together with their 
Furniture, infomuch that fo great a quan- 
tity of Military Ammunition was then 
fpoil’d and carried away, that the Lofs 
could not be well fupplied in the courfe of 
mainy Years. They alfo ftorm’d the 
Town during this Expedition, which hap- 
pend 4. D. 1505. flew and took Prifoa- 
ers 4000 Foot and 600 Horfe, and brought 
from thence avery great Booty. It was 
heretofore believ’d, that at Cadiz were 
the utmoft bounds of Navigation, as be- 
ing near to that fo much celebrated 
Streightof Guibralrer, call’d by fome Fre- 
tum Gaditanum, and by others Fretum Her- 
culeum, not becaule Hercules there broke 
out a Paflage to Jet the main Ocean into 
the Mediterranean Sea (as it is feign’d by 
the Poets) but by reafon of the two Pillars 
which that Hero had caus"d to beeretted 
on both fides of the Gulph, with the In- 
fcription of Nil ultra, it being fuppos’d 
that this was the moft remote Country of 
the whole World tothe Weft, and that 
it was noc poflible to paf$ any farther. 
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5ut when that Suppofition of the Ancients 


appear’d to be falfe upon the difcovery of 


America, two new Columns were fet up 
by the order of the Emperor Charles V. 
at his arrival in thofe Coafts, inthe fame 
place where the old ones ftood, or rather 
where this potent Prince imagin d that 
they had been fixt, who commanded that 
the words Plas ultra fhou!d be engrav’d on 
them. 

As for thefe famous Pillars which are fo 
often mention’d inthe Works of the an- 
cient Writers, fome place them in the 
Temple of Hercules built on the Ifland of 
Cadiz, whilft others affirm, that they 
ftood on the Cape of Calpe or Gibralrer in 
Spain, and that of Ulbia in Africa; and 
others think fit to lodge them in two little 
Iflands near thofe Promontories; fo that 
this matter of Fact feems to be altogether 
doubtful and uncertain, neither is it 
worth the while to make too exaét an In- 
quiry into it ; bat it may not perhaps be 
amifs to obferve, That ZL. Cornelius Bal- 
bus the Hiftorian, and Canius a Latin Poet, 
contemporary with AZartial, were born at 
Cadiz, which was alfo the place of Nati- 
vity of L. Junius Moderatus Columella, a 
learned Author who flourifhed under the 
Reigns of the Emperors Tiberius and Clan- 
dius, and wrote at Rome thofe ingenious 
Treatifes of the Art of Husbandry, en- 


tituled, dere Ru/tica, which are as yet ex- 
tant under his Name. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
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